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Canned Food Exhibit at Louisville Convention 

The canned food exhibit in conjunction with the Annual 
Convention of the National Canners Association in Louisville 
the week of January 25, 1926, will be held in the Brown Hotel 
Exhibit Hall, and invitations have been extended to all state 
canners association and similar organizations to participate in 
the exhibit. 

The Exhibit Hall is centrally located in the business dis- 
trict and is conveniently accessible from all parts of the city. 
It will provide ample space for exhibits of both state associa- 
tions and individual canners, and it is expected that the dis- 
plays at the coming convention will surpass even the fine show- 
ing made at previous meetings. The food exhibit will be sep- 
arate from the machinery exhibit, which will be held in the 
Armory, a short distance from the Brown Hotel Exhibit Hall. 
As in previous years, the cost of erecting the booths and of 
decorating the hall will be nominal. 


Trade Journals Actively Supporting Canned Foods Week 

“How to stage the biggest Canned Foods Week sales you 
ever had” is the title of the Progressive Grocer’s boost for Can- 
ned Foods Week in its October issue. Canners will recall that 
last year the Progressive Grocer published a similar special ar- 
ticle, which was later reprinted in a separate pamphlet and 
given widespread distribution to the retail trade through the 
local committees. The Progressive Grocer is also offering $100 
in cash prizes for the best canned food display and letters de- 
scribing “how we put on a quantity canned foods sale.” 
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Under a seven-column two-line head the Southwestern Gro- 
cer, published by the Los Angeles Examiner, tells the retailers 
of that district about Canned Foods Week plans and urges their 
getting into the campaign for big sales during the event. 

“Facts and Figures,” the journal of the American Wholesale 
Grocers Association, has made its October issue a Canned Foods 
Week number, with the three leading articles devoted to various 
features of the campaign. An especially attractive feature of 
this issue is the cover design, which is a reproduction of the 
pantry poster with each can labeled With a date. Each day of 
Canned Foods Week is printed in red. 

The National Grocers Bulletin, organ of the National As- 
sociation of Retail Grocers, likewise devotes much of its October 
issue to Canned Foods Week, and on its cover page carries an 
appropriate cartoon. In this number there also appears an illus- 
trated article on canned corn, prepared from material furnished 
by the National Canners Association. 

Many other trade journals are giving their cordial support 
to the campaign, and the opportunities of the grocers to “cash 
in” on Canned Foods Week are being brought forcefully to the at- 
tention of retailers in every part of the country. 


Arbitration Facilities 


Several members of the Association have written regard- 
ing arbitration boards in the different markets where there have 
been rejections. On pages 53 and 54 of the Membership List of 
the Association are listed the arbitration committees for vari- 
ous cities named by the National Wholesale Grocers Association. 
We expect shortly to have a similar list of those appointed by 
the American Wholesale Grocers Association. If any member 
canners have difficulty in obtaining arbitration of disputes that 
may arise, the services of the Association at their command. 


European Corn Borer 


Officials of the U. S. Bureau of Entomology and of the Do- 
minion Department of Agriculture recently inspected corn borer 
damage in the infested areas of Ohio, Michigan, and Ontario. 
The trip was followed by a conference at Windsor. Those in- 
vited to take part in the trip and conference included the direc- 
tors of the Middle West Experiment Stations, representatives 
of state departments of agriculture in Middle Western states, 
representatives of the canning industry and agricultural press, 
county agents, and others. 
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Inspection of the work of the corn borer in the more severely 
infested regions in southern Ontario offered convincing evidence 
in the almost total destruction of many corn fields of the possi- 
ble damage which this insect may cause in the near future to 
those interested in corn growing in Ohio and Michigan, and po- 
tentially to sweet corn canners and growers in the Mississippi 
Valley corn belt. 

The infestation has not become severe enough in northern 
Ohio and eastern Michigan as yet to cause serious loss. The 
borer seems to be increasing rapidly, however, in this section, 
the results of scouting in 1925 showing a large increase in the 
area of infestation over 1924. Through quarantine restrictions 
preventing the movement of infested corn out of the regions 
where the borer is known to be present, every effort is being 
made to retard the spread of the borer to new localities. 

The Bureau of Entomology has a number of agents in dif- 
ferent parts of Europe collecting corn borer parasites which are 
being sent to this country, bred in large numbers in the labora- 
tories, and released in infested areas. There is some ground for 
hope of considerable benefit in the future from the work of these 
parasites, although this effort has not proceeded far enough at 
present to have had any material effect in reducing the num- 
bers of the borers. 

The experts reporting at the Windsor conference stated that 
the results of extensive experiments afford no hope for control 
of the corn borer through the use of insecticides. At present 
the best hope of minimizing corn borer damage seems to lie in 
early and close cutting of the corn stalks and such disposal of 
the stover as will destroy the borers, which ordinarily pass the 
winter in the stalks. Shredding or cutting of the corn stover, 
or making it into ensilage, are safe methods of disposal. Burn- 
ing may be resorted to where other methods are not feasible. 
Fall plowing of corn stubble is also very helpful, and is now com- 
pulsory in the infested regions of Massachusetts. 

There is need of active cooperation from all the corn-grow- 
ing states in securing necessary appropriations for carrying on 
the corn borer work along all lines which promise relief. These 
include vigorous prosecution of the work on parasites, carrying 
on of research and experiments which have already been started 
looking to the development of special machines for cutting corn 
at the surface of the ground, strengthening of the corn borer 
quarantine work, and educational work among farmers in in- 
fested territory on disposal of crop residues, necessity for fall 
plowing, etc. 
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The following committee was appointed to promote effec- 
tive continuance of the corn borer work: Dean Coffey, Minne- 
sota Agricultural College and Experiment Station; Dean Mum- 
ford, Illinois Agricultural College and Experiment Station; Dean 
Call, Kansas Agricultural College and Experiment Station; Dean 
Curtiss, lowa Agricultural College and Experiment Station; C. 
G. Woodbury, National Canners Association. 


Car Loadings Continue Heavy 


Car loadings for the week of October 3 totaled 1,112,463 
cars, a decrease of 8,182 cars from the record of the preceding 
week. This was the eleventh consecutive week of million-car 
loadings. 


Preliminary Business Summary for September 


Increases occurred in September over August, according to 
early reports to the Department of Commerce, in the principal 
industrial indicators, such as the production of pig iron and steel 
ingots, vessel construction, unfilled orders for locomotives and 
the wholesale prices of plumbing fixtures, while shipments of 
new locomotives, iron-ore shipments through the upper lakes, 
deliveries of silk to mills and receipts of wool at Boston, de- 
creased. Increases over August also occurred in the principal 
trade and financial indicators, such as sales by mail-order houses, 
check payments, postal receipts in selected cities, new security 
issues, the average prices of railroad and industrial stocks, cus- 
toms receipts, and ordinary receipts and expenses of the gov- 
ernment, while business failures declined, both in number and 
the amount of liabilities. Ten-cent store sales, the number of 
new incorporations and the gross debt of the government also 
declined from August. 


Duty on Canned Foods in British India and Canada 


As the result of an investigation concerning the advantage 
of canned food exporters sending their labels separately from 
the fruit in shipments to British India, the Department of Com- 
merce announces that since the rate on both fruit and labels is 
the same, there is no advantage in separate shipments. 

For shipments of canned fruits to Canada, there would also 
be no advantage in sending the labels separately, since they 
would be subject to a duty of 35 per cent ad valorem. There is, 
also, a sales tax of 214, per cent ad valorem imposed on fruits 
imported into Canada, which is based on the duty-paid value. 
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A certificate should accompany all shipments of food products 
to Canada, including fruits which have been canned, bottled, or 
otherwise preserved. On the labels of all canned or evaporated ~— 
fruits which have been standardized for quality, the standard 
of quality claimed must be declared on the principal part of the 
label. If it is found that the printing of such a declaration in 
type three-eighth of an inch in height would deface the label, 
then the word “Quality,” if placed immediately underneath the 
prefix “Standard,” “Choice,” etc., may be reduced in type to a 
size not less than three-sixteenth of an inch in height, but the 
prefix “Standard,” “Choice,” etc., must not be reduced in size 
less than three-eighth of an inch in height. 


Freight Rate Structure Hearings Scheduled 


Further hearings on the rate structure investigation being 
conducted by the Interstate Commerce Commission will be held 
as follows: Chicago, October 20; Denver, November 9; San 
Francisco, November 16; Minneapolis, November 30; Dallas, 
December 7; and Kansas City, January 4. 


Prompt Action Averted Trouble for Canner 


The Association recently received a telegraphic request to 
investigate an alleged outbreak of botulism in the Middle West, 
attributed to canned salmon. 


The local Health Department was much worked up over the 
matter and an embargo on the entire shipment was contemplated. 
Through the prompt assistance of the Bacteriological Depart- 
ment of Chicago University and the Chicago Health Depart- 
ment, who cooperated with the Association in investigating this 
case, it was definitely determined that the illness was not botul- 
ism. A laboratory examination of the suspected can showed it 
to be entirely normal and that the contents could not have caused 
the illness reported. 


Foreign Trade in September 


Imports and exports of merchandise in September totaled 
$771,000,000 in value, an increase of $56,000,000 over the cor- 
responding month of last year. Imports were $349,000,000, a 
gain of $62,000,000 over last September, while exports were 
$422,000,000, a decrease of about $5,500,000. The excess of ex- 
ports was $73,000,000, as against $140,300,000 for September 
last year. 
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Larger Shipments of Japanese Crab Meat to United States 


Shipments of Japanese canned crab meat to the United 
States will amount to 180,000 cases before the season closes, ac- 
cording to a prediction of the Japan Times and Mail. Last year 
shipments to the United States totaled 127,000 cases. Despite 
this increased export, certain sections of the trade feel that the 
crab export business offers little encouragement, as buying cost 
is high, while the market is comparatively low. One case of 
crab meat containing eight dozen of half pound tins cost ex- 
porters $19 to $20 delivered Yokohama, while the same goods 
sell in New York or Boston at $27 ex warehouse duty paid and 
$21.60 c. i. f. London or Liverpool, which leaves a margin of 
forty or fifty cents for every case of crab meat sold. 


Refuses to Reopen Wisconsin Rate Case 


The Interstate Commerce Commission has denied the peti- 
tion filed by Chairman E. S. DePass of the Association’s Traffic 
Committee asking for reconsideration and rehearing of the case 
involving the freight rates on canned foods from Minnesota, 
Wisconsin, etc., to Eastern Seaboard and Canadian points. As 
noted in previous Information Letters, the Commission’s deci- 
sion of August 11 found the rate changes proposed by the car- 
riers not justified, but by its decision authorized rates that are, 
in general, increases over the rates heretofore in force. 


Record Take of Humpback Salmon Eggs in Maine 


According to an announcement of the U. S. Bureau of Fish- 
eries, its agent in charge of the humpback salmon work on 
Dennys River at Dennysville, Maine, collected 834,150 eggs up 
to and including September 25. This is the largest number of 
humpback eggs ever collected in the eastern part of the United 
States. It appears that the run of this fish has been well estab- 
lished in Dennys River and that the number entering it every 
two years shows an increase. 


Rotarians Informed of Association’s Research Work 


The Rotary International has recently published a pam- 
phlet giving examples of improvement in business procedure 
and practice effected through trade and professional associa- 
tions, to be used in connection with its program for the exten- 
sion of Rotary influence in the business community. One sec- 
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tion of the pamphlet is devoted to research, and contains a con- 
cise, yet comprehensive, statement of the work carried on by 
the National Canners Association. 


Convention of Wisconsin Pea Packers Association 


The Wisconsin Pea Packers Association will hold its con- 
vention at the Auditorium, in Milwaukee, opening Tuesday, Oc- 
tober 27. The sessions of the convention will extend through 
the following Friday. 


Canned Fruits in South Wales 


South Wales is using a steadily increasing amount of can- 
ned fruits, according to the American consul in Swansea. Pears 
represent about 50 per cent of the total trade and peaches, pine- 
apples and apricots about 10 per cent each. Practically all pears 
and peaches come from the United States. The demand for 
canned berries, especially loganberries, is growing and seems 
destined to displace the fruit salad trade. 


Trade Practice Submittal Determines Industry's Labeling 
Methods 


As the result of a trade practice submittal held by the Fed- 
eral Trade Commission in September, manufacturers of mend- 
ing cottons making about 90 per cent of the darning cotton pro- 
duced in the United States agreed upon what they deemed proper 
and fair methods of branding or labeling these products. The 
Federal Trade Commission has now approved these labeling 
methods, and announces that after February 1, 1926, it will en- 
tertain complaints against manufacturers in the industry who 
fail to conform to the methods. 


Interest on Awards of Reparation 


By a recent decision of the U. S. Circuit Court of Appeals, 
shippers to whom awards of reparation have been made by the 
Interstate Commerce Commission on claims against the Direc- 
tor General of Railroads are entitled to the sum fixed by the 
reparation order of the Commission, plus interest but without 
costs or attorney’s fees. This decision reverses the judgment 
of the U. 8S. District Court for the Eastern District of Illinois, 
which denied to the claimants not only the costs and attorney’s 
fees but also interest on the award. 


83 

| 

by 

eo 

n 

if 

4 

y 

re 

A- 

n- 

C- 


